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More delays at
former YMCA

property
Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

ith a March 1 development

deadline looming and still
no final development plan in place,
the City of West St. Paul is poised
to grant yet another 6-month exten-
sion to Greco Properties, the devel-
oper planning to add multifamily
housing to the site of the former
YMCA property at 150 Thompson
Ave. E. This will be the fourth ex-
tension for the project since 2022
when Hy-Vee backed out of its
plans for the 9.5-acre property and
sold it to the city for $5.2 million.
The final plan is now expected to
be complete by September. Pending
further delays, construction could
begin next year.

Greco intends to build a 461-unit
market rate apartment complex with
underground parking and a retail
component such as coffee shop or fit-
ness center, as well as 27 townhomes.
Additionally, it will use the former
AutoZone property on Robert Street
for a 13,000-square-foot restaurant.
That building is adjacent to the
YMCA site. The project is expected
to cost about $134 million, and the
City of West St. Paul has approved
tax increment funding to support
creation of public amenities.

Some may be disappointed to hear
that an indoor community center
is not part of the project, but sig-
nificant investments are slated for a
large public outdoor gathering space.
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Hunger epidemic still on the rise

FoodShare campaign begins March 1

Stock image: Metro Creative Graphics
i

Nine million people in Minnesota visited a food shelf last year,
shattering the record of 7.5 million visits set in 2023.

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

eighborhood House and Neighbors,

Inc. are among the hundreds of food
shelves across the state participating in the
44th annual Minnesota FoodShare cam-
paign, an initative of the Greater Min-
neapolis Council of Churches. The cam-
paign challenges food shelves to see which
one can raise the most food and money,
and the Council donates a proportionate
amount of funds to each based on how
much they raise. While these organizations
rely on donations throughout the year, the

boost is especially needed this time of year
as they restock after the holidays and pre-
pare for the busy summer months ahead.
The campaign runs March 1 through April
6 and, like last year, the need for contribu-
tions is at an all-time high.

According to the Council, there were an
estimated 9 million visits at Minnesota food
shelves in 2024, shattering the record of
7.5 million visits set in 2023, and dwarfing
the 5.75 million visits made in 2022 and
3.6 million made in 2021. Overall, annual
visits to food shelves are about 150% higher
than they were before the pandemic began
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Chime in now for
big changes on
Robert Street

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

‘x Jest Siders need to step up
now if they want to help
shape the future of Robert Street
in their neighborhood. The Minne-
sota Department of Transportation
(MnDOT) is planning to make sev-
eral improvements to the corridor
in conjunction with the full street
reconstruction occurring between
Kellogg and Annapolis. Beginning
as carly as 2026, the project calls for
creating a roundabout at the inter-
section of Robert, State and Sidney
streets, and adding bike lanes and
Metro Transit stops. However, staff
from the West Side Community
Organization (WSCO), St. Paul’s
planning council for the West Side,
are skeptical on whether those im-
provements were called for by peo-
ple living in the community, and if
they would even truly benefit for
the neighborhood.

A survey to provide feedback
about the proposed changes is avail-
able on the WSCO website through
mid-April, and those who complete
the survey will be entered into a raffle
for a $300 prize. The survey results
will be brought before MnDOT,
which is expected to complete its
final plan for the project this fall.
The $25 million project is being
covered by a Rebuilding American
Infrastructure with Sustainability
and Equity federal grant recently
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Noecker named St. Paul City Council president; gears up for ambitious year

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

eteran Ward 2 St. Paul

City  Councilmem-
ber Rebecca Noecker was
recently elected president
of the St. Paul City Coun-
cil. The leadership change
took effect Feb. 12 and
stems from outgoing coun-
cil president Mitra Jalali’s
decision to step down, cit-
ing concerns about her

health. Ward 5 Council-

Noecker

member Hwa Jeong Kim
will continue as vice presi-
dent. Noecker will also
chair the Councils Orga-

nizational and Policy Com-
mittee, which is responsible
for advancing shared policy
priorities, and continue
chairing the audit commit-
tee.

“I've had the good fortune
to have several really great
mentors in the role before-
hand, and I'm excited to be
stepping in at this time be-
cause it feels like a moment
of real opportunity for our
city,” said Noecker in a re-
cent interview. “Serious

challenges are ahead of us,
especially with all the un-
certainty at the federal and
state levels of government....
I want to model good gov-
ernment and really listen to
people and make sure they
know that there are produc-
tive ways they can engage in
the process.”

One of the biggest respon-
sibilities as council president
is helping set the city’s annu-
al budget. Noecker said she’s
heard a great deal of concern

from residents about rising
costs across the board, in-
cluding housing, childcare
and taxes. Last year, she and
the other councilmembers
worked to bring down the
levy increase from 7.9% to
5.9% — in part by reject-
ing some of the mayor’s
proposed increases — but
“bigger structural budget
changes” need to happen to
mitigate future increases, she
said. This year, Noecker has
tasked the budget committee

to work year-round, rather
than waiting until the year
is half over as has been the
practice in the past.

Under her direction, the
council is also launching a
new public safety committee
to oversee the St. Paul Office
of Neighborhood Safety and
the St. Paul Police Depart-
ment’s overtime spending.
The police department has
surpassed its overtime bud-
get by $8 million over the
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tax preparation for over
half a century...

Call or stop in today to
schedule your appointment

Hilda E. Mickelson, EA
Patrick M. Mikel, EA
Timothy J. Wheeler, EA

420 S. Robert St., St. Paul

C 5 “"f\ ) 6@@
Fﬂe Early!

Experienced, professionalu

Mickelson's Tax Service

from page 1

in 2020.

Neighborhood House,
179 Robie St. E., St. Paul,
operates the Wellstone

WANTED

/ Vintage \
Records,
Turntables
& Stereo

. Equment /

FoodShare

Center Food Market, which
serves residents of Ramsey
County. Last fiscal year, the
market distributed a record-
breaking amount of food —
nearly a million pounds — to
6,590 families. That is 30%
more food and more than
three times as many fami-
lies as the year before. Its
goal for this year’s campaign
is to raise 350,000 dollars/
pounds of food. Donations
may be dropped off at the

651-224-4245 _
hilda@mickelsonstaxservice.com

651-248-7274

Lucky Finds

All month long

at the Village

AMERIGAS
BEST H ]uEARI NG

Free hearing test

New technology,
old fashion service

651-371-8399
https://americasbesthearing.com

s

center at any time.

w.Village

Highway 62 & Dodd Road
Mendota Heights

Qlive Grove

Spring Savings!
$5 Off a Purchase
of $40 or More

Exp. 3/31/25

Authentic Extra Virgin Olive Oil,
Traditional Aged Balsamic Vinegar,
Gourmet Food, Gift Baskets & more

theolivegroveoliveoil.com ¢ 651-686-4710

66
3 KITTENS needle arts

YARN
LIQUIDATION

UP TO 75% OFF

All knitting & crochet products must go.
(Needlepoint is here to stay!)
651-457-4969 www.3kittensneedlearts.com

TUESDAYS:
$12.99 burger, fries

& shake

MENDOTA HEIGHTS

730 MAIN STREET, SUITE 103
zesdiner.com
(651) 313-5792

" Chicken Alfredo

with salad $9
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Where Families Come to Eat!

WEDNESDAYS:
Free kids meal with
purchase of adult meal
THURSDAYS:

MINNESOTA
ORTHODONTICS

Full Treatment

Call 651.450.7273
750 Main St. Ste 217, Mendota Heights

www.minnesotaorthodontics.com

FRIDAYS:

Open face potroast or
meatloaf sandwich $10.25
All day breakfast!
Dine-in, Take-out &
Catering
Family owned
& Operated
Open Every Day!

Mon.-Sat. 7 am-8 pm
Sunday 7 am-2 pm

pasta
99

' Steak and $1 299 Tenderloin served |

i Early Bird
Sp)e,qal $6 29
7 am-9:30 am

Valid with coupon Mon.-Thurs. at Mendota Heights
location. Not valid with other offers. Exp. 3/31/25.

with fries and
a shake

Valid Monday at Mendota Heights location.
Not valid with other offers. Exp. 3/31/25.

Hashbrowns, eggs,
toast, meat,
and coffee

Orders
of $25+

Valid with coupon Mon.-Fri. at Mendota Heights
location. Not valid with other offers. Exp. 3/31/25.

“With the cost of essen-

tials soaring and economic
uncertainty weighing on
amilies, we see more people
walking through our doors
every day — parents who
can't afford a gallon of milk,
seniors forced to choose be-
tween food and medicine,
and children whose meals
at home are never guaran-
teed,” said Neighborhood
House food drive manager
Miranda Hernandez. “The
reality is stark: in fiscal year
2023, we distributed about
60,000 pounds of food each
month. Today, that number
has surged to over 100,000
pounds monthly. The de-
mand is growing and our
March FoodShare campaign
allows us to create a safety
net as we manage that need.”

This year, Neighborhood
House will collect donations
at four grocery stores and
host events including “Stuff
the Truck” and a new inter-
active family event at the
Wellstone Center. Its Food
Market Wish List includes
shelf-stable staples including
rice, canned tuna, oatmeal
and coffee, culturally spe-
cific items including corn
flour, dry beans, fish sauce
and curry paste, and some
miscellaneous items such as
reusable shopping bags and
gallon-sized Ziploc bags.
Neighborhood House also
recently opened a food shelf
on Montreal Avenue in St.
Paul to help fight the battle
against hunger. People seek-
ing to receive food at the
Wellstone Center must make
an appointment before vis-
iting the market. To make
an appointment, call 651-
789-3630 between 9 a.m.-4
p-m. on weekdays. For more
information, visit neighbor-
hoodhousemn.org.

“With the opening of our
second site, we know this
need will only grow,” said
Hernandez. “We anticipate
our distribution could triple
next year, and we are com-
mitted to rising to the chal-
lenge — ensuring that no one
in our community must face
hunger alone.... After 128
years of serving our commu-
nity, we know one thing for
certain: we can’t do this alone.
It takes all of us to ensure that
no one goes hungry — so let’s
make this our most impactful
March FoodShare yet!”

Neighbors, Inc., 222
Grand Ave., South St. Paul,
serves residents in northern
Dakota County. Last fiscal
year, the nonprofit distrib-
uted more than 1 million
pounds of food to 31,850
households. This is an in-
crease of 159,000 pounds of
food and 6,980 more fami-
lies. The organization’s goal
for this campaign is to raise
300,000 dollars/pounds of

food. Donations may be
dropped off at the lower level
of Neighbors Inc., 10 a.m.-4
p.m., Monday through Fri-
day, and financial donations
can be mailed to Neighbors
Inc. or made online at neigh-
borsmn.org. Those seeking
to visit the food market must
make an appointment at
neighborsmn.org or by call-
ing 651-455-5000.

“Our Neighbors Nook
weekly food distribution
on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 1-3 p.m. and the third
Saturday of the month from
10-11:30 a.m. continues to
see an increase in visitors,”
said Neighbor’s Inc. hun-
ger programs manager Erin
Roeske. “On February 4 this
year, 180 households visited
The Neighbors Nook in a
two-hour time span. The
increased cost of groceries
is one of the big reasons we
see more people utilizing our
hunger relief services.” She
said the organization is also
seeking volunteers, and that
no food or financial con-
tribution is considered too
small.

Last year’s statewide
FoodShare campaign raised
$10.74 million, down nearly
a half million from the pre-
vious year, while pounds of
food were up a million, at
7.57 million.

The Greater Minneapolis
Council of Churches was
founded in 1905 with the
mission to unite people of
faith and serve people in
need. In addition to hunger
relief services, it offers pro-
grams and services in youth
development, senior support
and more.

Second Harvest Heartland,
the nation’s third-largest food
bank and one of the biggest
nonprofit organizations in
the state, last year announced
its “moonshot” initiative de-
signed to cut hunger in half
for all Minnesotans by 2030.
Dubbed Make Hunger His-
tory, it plans to achieve the
goal by delivering more food
to foodbanks, expanding its
Care Center to assist more
people applying to programs
to receive food discounts, in-
creasing fundraising efforts
and advocating for invest-
ments that will cut costs of
other basic living expenses,
and more. According to
its statewide hunger study
completed in partnership
with Wilder Research and
released in January 2025, 1
in 5 Minnesota households
cannot afford the food they
need without using discount
programs, and another 1
in 5 are worried that they
may experience food inse-
curity within the next year.
For more information, visit
2harvest.org,.
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received by MnDOT.
“Community members
are wanting greater transpar-
ency regarding the commu-
nity engagement results that
MnDOT gathered before
releasing these plans,” said
WSCO spokesperson Julia
Diaz. “They kind of came
in with all these data points
saying, ‘our research shows
that the community wants
bike lanes, or they prefer a
roundabout,” but we want
them to actually share what
those exact community en-
gagement steps were. The
concern is that they’re just

doing things as a box-check-
ing exercise — doing the bare
minimum to meet require-
ments, but not actually mak-
ing a genuine effort to listen
and integrate alternatives
that are being offered by the
community members.”
Some of the primary
points of concern are that
parts of Robert Street will
be reduced from four lanes
to two to make way for bike
lanes, thus buses stopping at
the proposed Metro Transit
stops will force traffic behind
them to stop. Likewise, the
site of the proposed round-

about already has a danger-
ous blind spot due to the
building on the corner, the
former Morgan’s Mexican
& Lebanese Foods. WSCO
staff say the current project
does not address that exist-
ing safety issue. Addition-
ally, if there’s heavy traffic in
the area, emergency vehicles
may be forced to drive over
the roundabout and center
medians or take a longer
route around.

WSCO’s Land Use Circle
has created alternative op-
tions for the proposed plans,
which are available to view
on the survey. They include
making Sydney Street a
dead end instead of leading
into the roundabout, and

rerouting segments of pro-
posed bike lanes. Staff are in
favor of one major piece of
the project: the replacement
of the nearly 100-year-old
Robert Street viaduct. Mn-
DOT also recently received
a grant to create a bridge at
the Southport railroad cross-
ing at Barge Channel Road
to improve traffic flow and
allow for an evacuation route
if a train is stopped.

“It’s such a big win after
so many years of pushing for
that replacement of the via-
duct and adding that raised
railroad crossing at Barge
Channel Road,” said Diaz.
“There’s been years of advo-
cacy behind those two ma-
jor changes. ... We're hoping

we can get those bus stops
to have their own shoulder
so that they’re not blocking
traffic when they have to
stop, but in general, having
more forms of transporta-
tion available on Robert
Street is really exciting.”
One of MnDOT’s com-
munity engagement work-
ers for the project, Kevin
Walker — a native of the West
Side who still has family liv-
ing there — said the Robert
Street project was originally
proposed in 2016 but at that
time it was just to replace the
road that was last updated in
1989. He said MnDOT has
worked closely with WSCO
since 2020 to guide the ex-
panded plans including the

viaduct replacement. Last
November, at WSCQO’s re-
quest, they mailed flyers to
approximately 6,500 West
Side homes, encouraging
people to come to a meeting
regarding the proposed work.

The WSCO Land Use
Circle meets the fourth
Wednesday of every month
and the meetings are open
to all West Siders. MnDOT
representatives have attended
some of the meetings and are
also offering monthly “office
hours” at local coffee shops
so residents can learn more
about the project. For more
information, visit wsco.org
or www.dot.state.mn.us/
metro/projects/robertstreet/
design.heml.

Noecker

from page 1

past four years, according to
city documents.

Economic growth

For the first time ever, the
city council is poised to hire
a consultant to create a ro-
bust economic development
plan to help guide the city’s
growth.

“Economic growth is a
top priority for me,” said
Noecker. “We need to be
bringing in more housing,
jobs and businesses. The
only way that we can fuel
the progressive work that we
want to do for our residents
is if we have the tax base to
do it, and that’s also the only
way that we can effectively
bring down taxes while also
delivering great services....
Downtown revitalization
is a huge part of economic
growth. 'm very invested in
our office-residential conver-
sion incentive program that
we've launched. I'm excited
about the many new units
of housing that are coming
online.”

Last fall, the St. Paul
Downtown Alliance found

that 10 of the city’s down-
town office buildings are
suitable for transitioning
into residential housing and
could ultimately bring in
4,000 new residents. They
include the U.S. Bank Cen-
ter on Fifth Street, the First
National Bank Building on
Minnesota Street and the
Park Square Court build-
ing by Mears Park. Noecker
noted that the city annex
building is also prime for
transition, and that moving
city staff to a more approach-
able location — perhaps on
street level — may encourage
more people to get involved
in local governmental af-
fairs. It should be noted that
some office buildings won’t
be touched because the city
is looking to bring workers
back to downtown offices.
For example, the mayor’s
office is expected to soon
implement an “office for-
ward” policy requiring its
workers to return to the of-
fice at least four days a week.
Downtown has been strug-
gling since the rapid shift to
remote work following the
pandemic.

“I believe the city has a
serious role to play in bring-
ing people back to down-

town because we're a major
downtown employer,” said
Noecker.

As part of a downtown
investment strategy ad-
opted last spring, the City
of St. Paul, St. Paul Down-
town Alliance, and a few
other entities are work-
ing to attract 20,000 more
residents downtown and
20,000 workers (for a total
of 75,000) and increase the
number of annual visitors
downtown by 20% to 10
million.

Housing

Not all new develop-
ments will be multi-family
housing. Last year the city
created a fund for support-
ive housing and is looking
to create affordable housing
— including duplexes and tri-
plexes — on its HRA-owned
land. Noecker is working
with Ward 3 Councilmem-
ber Saura Jost to update the
city’s rent stabilization or-
dinance to increase afford-
able housing options in the
city. When that ordinance is
brought forward, Noecker
plans to simultaneously at-
tempt to bring back tenant
protections that could limit
the amount people must pay

for security deposits, require
more in-depth background
checks of prospective rent-
ers and more. The city once
had them but was forced to
repeal them due to litigation.

Commerical
Corridor Fund

More immediate is the
launch of a new Commeri-
cal Corridor Fund, expected
to go online within the next
month, supported by a $1.4
million budget. District
councils such as the West
Side Community Organi-
zation and CapitolRiver
Council, and business as-
sociations such as the South
Robert Street Business Asso-
ciation, will be able to apply
to receive $100,000 from
the fund annually. The funds
can be used for promoting a
commercial corridor and its
activities, as well as landscap-
ing, public art and more.
Noecker said the application
process will be much easier
and quicker than that of a
STAR grant, so funds could
get out the door within a few
months of applying.

“There’s very limited
funding from the city right
now for anything that’s not
physical capital through

our STAR program, so we
wanted this to be more flex-
ible,” said Noecker. “We also
wanted to direct these dollars
towards the businesses orga-
nizations rather than just in-
dividual businesses, because
we know there’s a need for
coordinated activity along
many of our main streets —
not just one awning here and
one HVAC system there. We
want it to be a little bit more
strategic.”

Other goals

Other goals for the year
include passing a tree pres-
ervation ordinance to help
preserve more of the urban
tree canopy, increasing Met-
ro Transit safety, and main-
taining day-to-day services.
Noecker will also continue
hosting Community Con-
versations once a month at
local businesses and organi-
zations. These are informal
gatherings where people can
learn about various city op-
erations, ask questions about
projects and share general
concerns.

“They’re the highlight of
my month,” said Noeck-
er, noting that constitu-
ents can request topics for

conversation. “Almost every
other community conversa-
tion I have now is with a
guest speaker. For example,
we're going to have the Chief
Judge John Guffman joining
me at the next one to talk
about the justice system’s
role in public safety.”

The next Community
Conversation is 9-10 a.m.,
Thursday, Mar. 13 at Lin-
wood Recreation Center,
860 St. Clair Ave. For more
information, visit stpaul.
gov/department/city-coun-
cil/ward-2.

In 2015, Noecker became
the first woman to represent
Ward 2. Today, she oversees
an all-female council. Prior
to her election, she served on
the St. Paul Planning Com-
mission and on the board of
directors of the West Side
Community Organization.
She also founded West Siders
for Strong Schools, a neigh-
borhood group promoting
excellence in public schools
on the West Side. She grew
up in St. Louis Park, earned
her bachelor’s degree in so-
cial studies from Harvard
College, and spent the first
part of her career as a middle
school science teacher.
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City-owned amenities will include a public plaza,
playground or splash pad, and lawn space with
pavilion and stage. The site will also feature more
connections to the regional River to River Gre-
enway trail system.

New apartment building
denied on Thompson Ave.

The West St. Paul City Council recently denied
a conditional use permit that would have allowed
a developer to demolish the single-family home
at 212 Thompson Ave. E., next door to the for-
mer YMCA site. Reuter Walton wanted to build a
4-story, 65-unit multi-family apartment building
with surface and underground parking at the 1.85-
acre site. The city rejected it, saying the project
doesn’t align with the city’s vision for the area and
that it would have a negative impact on the other
nearby single-family homes and townhomes.

City purchases property
on Butler Ave.

The West St. Paul Economic Development
Authority recently purchased the single-family
home at 424 Butler Ave. E. and the city coun-
cil is discussing a potential redevelopment plan,
working in partnership with Rondo Community
Land Trust. Discussions are centered on creat-
ing 10 cottage-style twin homes around a central
green space, all available for 80% of the average
median income.

TPAC events

Unless noted, all activi-
ties take place at Thompson
Park Activity Center, 1200
Stassen Lane, West St. Paul.
Events are for ages 55 and
older. To register, call 651-
403-8300.

Beyond the Yellow Rib-
bon, 10-11 a.m., Monday,
Mar. 3. Learn about the pro-
gram that supports National
Guard veterans and active
military personnel. Regis-
tration required. $3.

Parkinson Foundation,
9:30-11 a.m., Thursday,
Mar. 6. Learn the different
stages of Parkinson’s disease
and strategies for living well.
Registration required. $5.

Amazing Beauty and
Function: Pollinators &
Prairie Flowers, 10-11:30
a.m., Monday, Mar. 17.
Discover the vital role of
native pollinators and plants
in Minnesota’s ecosystems.
Registration required. $3.

Mount Rushmore: Carv-
ing an Icon, 11 a.m.-noon,
Tuesday, Mar. 18. Learn the
story behind the icon. Reg-
istration required. $9.

Looking for Spring hike,
10-11:15 a.m., Tuesday,
Mar. 18. Join a hike through
Thompson Park to search for
early signs of spring. Register
by Mar. 11. $10.

7

ﬁ,f— LENTEN AND EASTER iﬁl

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Church of Saint Matthew ® 510 Hall Avenue, St. Paul
www.st-matts.org ® (651) 224-9793

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions. All are welcome.

Urban Roots, 11 a.m.-
noon, Monday, Mar. 31.
Hear how young people,
ages 14-21, gain job experi-
ence in gardening, conser-
vation and cooking, while
developing career skills,
healthy habits and a passion
for the community. Registra-
tion required. $3.

St. Patrick’s Day
celebration

Irish Arts Minnesota is
hosting two events in March
at the Landmark Center,
75 W. Fifth St., St. Paul. A
Day of Irish Dance runs 10
a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday, Mar.
16, featuring 11 local Irish
dance schools and groups,
music and theatrical perfor-
mances. The 43rd Annual
St. Patrick’s Day celebration
takes place 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Monday, Mar. 17, featur-
ing three stages of Irish en-
tertainment, kid-friendly
crafts and activities, and the
Shenanigans Craft Fair with
local food and craft vendors.
The event also offers expand-
ed children’s programming
to teach about Irish arts and
dance and introduce Irish
musical instruments.

Admission for each event
is $7-$9 and free for ages

5 and younger. Tickets are

available online and at the
door. For more information,
visit irishartsmn.org.

Minnesota Bach
Festival

The Bach Society of Min-
nesota, one of the first orga-
nizations in North America
to advance the work and
legacy of Johann Sebastian
Bach, will host the 2025
Minnesota Bach Festival
February 28-March 30.
Events include the Mo-
zart Requiem concert and
community sing-along, a
weekend of Mobile Mini-
Concerts, Bach’s birthday
concert, a masterclass on
Bach’s keyboard music, a
celebration of the 300th an-
niversary of the Anna Mag-
dalena Bach Notebooks
with a lecture and recital,
the Bach & Friends musi-
cal workshop, and the col-
laborative performance of
Baroque Tango: Rhythms
of Desire, Longing and Pas-
sion. For more information,
visit bachsocietymn.org.

Union Depot

The following events are
held at Union Depot, 214
4th St. E. For more informa-
tion, visit uniondepot.org/
event-calendar.

Station Sounds, 6-8 p.m.,
Thursday, Mar. 20. 1881 by
Lake Elmo Inn presents a
new musical artist/group
every third Thursday of the
month.

Red Cross blood drive, 9
a.m.-3 p.m., Thursday, Mar.
20.

Free yoga classes are of-
fered 5:30-6:30 p.m. Mon-
days and Wednesdays, and
9-10 a.m., Saturdays.

Games galore, 10 a.m.-8
p-m. each Wednesday. Gi-
ant-size games are available
or bring your own. Free.

Gatsby at 100

The Minnesota Historical
Society will present a collec-
tion of items pertaining to
“The Great Gatsby” and its
author F Scott Fitzgerald
March through May in the
Gale Family Library at the
Minnesota History Cen-
ter, 345 W. Kellogg Blvd.,
St. Paul. Entry is free. The
display is part of a series of
programs this year marking
the 100th anniversary of the
publication of “The Great
Gatsby” by St. Paul native F.
Scott Fitzgerald. Set in the
Jazz Age of the 1920s, the
novel explores ideas about
class and society, materialism
and the American Dream.

spnn

Learn media making and storytelling
skills with our Media Education team.

Weekend Mass Times
Saturdays — 4:15 pm
Sundays — 10:15 am
Ash Wednesday - Wednesday, March 5

Ash and Communion Service — 7:00 am
Ash and Communion Service — 7:00 pm
Stations of the Cross
All Tuesdays during Lent — 12:30 pm
Fridays during Lent — 5:30 pm
Saint Matthew’s Fabulous Fish Fry
All Fridays during Lent
4:30 pm — 7:30 pm
Communal Reconciliation Service
Sunday, March 30 — 2:00 pm
Palm Sunday
Saturday, April 12 — 4:15 pm
Sunday, April 13 — 10:15 am

Holy Thursday, April 17
Celebration of the Supper of the Lord — 7:00 pm
Altar of Repose — 8:00 pm — 10:00 pm
Good Friday, April 18

Altar of Repose continues
Stations of the Cross — Noon only
Good Friday Service — 3:00 pm
Tenebrae Service — 7:00 pm

Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 19

8:00 pm
X Easter Sunday, April 20 ?
@ 10:15 am 'R
O J

The Church of St. Matthew is a Catholic community
that is a visible expression of God's love.
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Create meaningful media by hiring our
Production team or by using our resources

Teach digital literacy skills as a part of our
CTEP AmeriCorps program.

Watch locally produced content on our
channels 14,15,16, and 19.

Let the Back in Balance team help
get you back on track to better
health. We use the most advanced
techniques to diagnose and treat a
wide variety of injuries and ailments.

Ay

Dr. Debby Jerikovsky

Dr. Scott A. Mooring
Owner & Clinic Director

Call today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION
Back Pain | Neck Pain | Headaches
Shoulder Pain | Tennis Elbow
Shin Splints | Sciatica | Plantar Fasciitis
Knee Problems | Much More

< Back in Balance

CHIROPRACTIC & REHAB CLINIC

"

1525 Livingston Ave.
West St. Paul
651-455-5264

www.backinbalancemn.com

GRASTON®

C H N I

R

Minnesota

Best Chiropractors
Award 2014-2019
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Cinco de Mayo seeks
grand marshal
nominations and
button designs

The Cinco de Mayo West
Side Fiesta returns May 2-3,
bringing music, dancing, a
colorful parade and other
festivities to Cesar Chavez
Street to celebrate Mexican
culture and heritage as well
as the West Side community.
The planning committee is
seeking nominations for the
parade’s grand marshal and
designs for the festival’s com-
memorative button contest.
Grand marshal nomina-
tions are due by Mar. 15 at
hteps://stpaulwestsidefiestas.
com/registration/#parade.
The honor recognizes an
individual who has made
a significant impact on the
community. Artwork for the
button contest is also due
Mar. 15. The theme is “Rep-
resent the spirit and culture
of the Westside Cinco de
Mayo Celebration.” The
winner will receive a special
prize and public recognition.
Submit designs by emailing
parade@stpaulwestsidefies-
tas.com. Be sure to include
your name and contact in-
formation. For more infor-
mation about the parade,
sponsorship opportunities,
or event details and up-
dates, visit stpaulwestside
fiestas.com.

Clean-up grant for
Bouldering Project
The Bouldering Proj-
ect climbing gym, set to
open this fall at 42 W. Wa-
ter St., St. Paul, has received
a $354,839 grant from the

Minnesota Department

Let Us Know

Have a news tip or
idea for an article?
Contact Tim:

651-457-1177
tim@stpaulpublishing.com

Volunteer
In Your
Community

Lutheran Social Service of
MN is seeks volunteers
age 55 or over in your
area to provide compan-

of Employment and Eco-
nomic Development to re-
move petroleum and other
contaminants from the 3.3-
acre site to make it suitable
for construction. The gym
will have more than 35,000
square feet of bouldering
walls, fitness and yoga stu-
dios, youth spaces, saunas
and single-stall bathrooms
with showers, and cowork-
ing spaces.

Since opening its first gym
in Seattle in 2011, Boulder-
ing Project has expanded to
14 locations across the coun-
ty, including Minneapolis.
The St. Paul location will
be at Farwell-on-Water, a
mixed-use development near
Harriet Island Regional Park
that opened last year with
apartments, artist studios
and professional workspaces.

Robert Street
meetings

MnDOT is hosting
monthly “office hours” on
the planned reconstruc-
tion of Robert Street on the
West Side. This series offers
a chance to meet with Proj-
ect Manager Chris Bower at
a local coffee shop to learn
more about the project and
ask questions. The plan calls
for significant improvements

Annual Organ Recital - FREE

Featuring Sarah Hawbecker

Friday, March 7 | 7:00 pm

Acclaimed organist Sarah Hawbecker will perform
on Augustana’s magnificant Glatter-Goétz/Rosales
pipe organ. Winner of numerous competitions, her
performances have been recorded and broadcast
on American Public Media’s radio program Pipe-
dreams®. Ms. Hawbecker is organist and Director
of Children’s Music at Lutheran Church of the
Redeemer in Atlanta, Georgia.

to Robert Street between
Annapolis Street and Kel-
logg Boulevard, likely occur-
ring in 2026-2028. The new
design is focused on calming
traffic, improving pedestrian
and bike access, and creat-
ing a safer environment for
walking, bicycling, using
transit and driving. Meeting
dates, more information and
future events are posted at
dot.state.mn.us/metro/ proj-
ects/robertstreet/index.html.

Art exhibit at
State Capitol

Portraits of Indigenous
Authors and Artists is pre-
sented through June 30 at
3rd Floor Exhibit Gallery at
the Minnesota State Capitol,
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Blvd. Now featured
is a collection of fine art pho-
tography by John Ratzloff.
This project started when
Ratzloff was invited to pho-
tograph the life and natural
beauty of White Earth Na-
tion. His photography hon-
ors the voices and legacies of
Indigenous leaders, offering
a unique visual narrative
that celebrates their contri-
butions to art, culture and
advocacy. Open weekdays 8
a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturdays 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Free.

St. Paul airport sees double-digit growth

If you think you've seen more air-
craft buzzing around Holman Field
this past year, you're not mistaken. St.
Paul’s downtown airport saw a 11%
increase in operations last year with
more than 42,000 takeoffs and land-
ings compared to roughly 38,000 in
2023. It’s the biggest increase among
the six reliever airports in the Metro-
politan Airports Commission (MAC)
system. These small airports support
business aviation, flight training, rec-
reational flying and other aviation
services. They are also home to 850
hangars that house more than 1,400
aircraft. Collectively, the reliever air-
ports had 372,000 takeoffs and land-

ings last year. By comparison, MSP
served 37.2 million passengers, 2 6.9%
increase over 2023.

Over the past six years, MAC has
invested more than $50 million in
safety and modernization projects at
the reliever airports, including new
runways and lighting and enhanced
navigation systems. This year it will
invest more than $30 million to en-
hance safety and operations. Two of
the biggest projects are slated for St.
Paul Downtown Airport: rehab of the
primary runway and construction of
a new U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection facility to clear international
passengers and cargo.

Enjoy Lenten fish dinners served

Holy Family Maronite Church M

1960 Lexington Ave. S., Mendota Heights &

FRIDAYS during Lent
4:30-7:00 pm
Church Service 4-4:30 pm

with Lebanese sides!
Cost: S15/meal

www.HolyFamilyEvents.org %
651-291-1116

"The best way to teach
your kids about income

taxes is to eat 30%

Wednesday Lenten Worship

Ash Wednesday — March 5

Worship at 11:00 am and 7:00 pm with

Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes
11:00 am - Midday Worship

11:30 am - Music Meditation with guest
musicians in the Sanctuary

Noon - Light Lunch in the Fellowship Hall
5:30 pm - Congregational/Community Dinner
7:00 pm - Evening Worship

ionship to older adults or
mentor school-age
children. Volunteers
commit to regular weekly
hours for a tax-free
stipend and mileage
reimbursement. Contact
us at 888.205.3770, or
AmericorpsSeniors@
Issmn.org for more infor-
mation and to make an
impact in your
community.

Lutheran
V Social Service
of Minnesota

of their ice cream.”
Bill Murray

Richard "Tiger" Schmitt, CPA
(Highway 62 & Dodd Road)

Call 651-454-0141

tigercpa.com

1400 S. Robert St.
West St. Paul
augustana.com

651-457-3373

Augustana

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Where Faith Meets Life
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Children’s

Museum
10 7th St. W.

St. Paul
651-225-6000
mcm.org

Dinosaurs: Land of Fire
and Ice, through May 11.
Travel back in time and
discover what life was like
when dinosaurs roamed the
earth. Dig for fossils, explore
a swampy bog and oozing
volcano, climb through icy
terrain and more.

Exhibits and activities
include “The Scramble,”
“The Studio,” “Creativ-
ity Jam,” “Sprouts,” “Our
World,” “Forces at Play,”
“Shipwreck Adventures”
and “Imaginopolis.” Tickets
are $17 on weekdays and
$19 on weekends. Admis-
sion is free the first Sunday
of each month; reservations
are required, and tickets are
limited. The next free date
is Mar. 2.

History Center
345 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul
651-259-3000
mnhs.org

“Girlhood (It's Compli-
cated),” through June 1.
This exhibit from the Smith-
sonian’s National Museum
of American History features
more than 100 objects that
explore how young women
have influenced politics,
education, work, health and
fashion.

“Reframing our Stories”
is featured through October.
The exhibit was created from
a decades-old box of photo-
graphs simply labeled “In-
dians.” Inside the box were
dozens of pictures of Native
community members, or-
ganizations, activities, and
events that are relevant to-
day.

“Our Home: Native
Minnesota” features historic
and contemporary photo-

graphs, maps and artifacts
that show how Minnesota’s
native communities have
retained cultural practices,
teachings and values.
Other exhibits include
“Minnesota’s Greatest Gen-
eration,” “Then Now Wow,”
“Grainland” and “Weather
Permitting.” Tickets are $15
for adults, $12 for seniors
and college students, and $8
for children ages five to 17.
Admission and parking are
free on Thursdays, 4-8 p.m.

History Theatre
30 E. 10th St.

St. Paul
651-292-4323
Historytheatre.com

“Secret Warriors,” Mar.
29-April 19. Inspired by
the stories of the Japanese
Americans who served as
translators and interrogators
for the U.S. Armed Forces,
“Secret Warriors” features
two men, Koji Kimura and

SAINT PAUL COLLEGE

y " 7

Open House

A member of Minnesota State

Thursday,
April 17,2025
5:00 - 7:00pm

Join us for a fun-fillad event

with games, prizes, and more.
i Plus, you can apply to the

college for FREE!

Let us know you’ll be there!
saintpaul.edu/OpenHouse

Saint Paul College’s Mission: Grounded in equity and inclusion, Saint Paul College educates and
empowers students to lead purposeful lives and discover rewarding careers.
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hoto by Matthew Murphy

“Come from Away," returns to the Ordway Center Mar. 5-8.

Tamio Takahashi, who took
extraordinary risks to save
their fellow soldiers in the
Pacific Theater during World
War II. Discover their com-
pelling personal journeys
and heartfelt love stories set
against the backdrop of the
war and the incarceration of
their families. From $49.

Landmark Center
75 5th St. W.
St. Paul
651-292-3225
landmarkcenter.org

Courtroom Concerts:
Artaria String Quartet,
noon-1 p.m., Thursday,
Mar. 6 and Thursday, Mar.
20; and Ernest Bison, violin;
Greg Byers, cello; and David
Feily, guitar, Thursday, Mar.
27. Free.

Ballet Tuesdays, noon-1
p.m. Mar. 11. Ballet perfor-
mances and demonstrations
by BalletCo.Laboratory.
Free.

Woodturning demon-
stration, 1-4 p.m., Sunday,
Mar. 16 in the AAW Gallery

of Wood Art. Free.

Day of Irish Dance, 10
a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday, Mar.
16. Witness artistic dances
from performance and com-
petition teams. $7-$9.

St. Patrick’s Day celebra-
tion, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon-
day, Mar. 17. This event
features local and regional
music on four stages, tra-
ditional Irish dancing from
local dance schools and adult
performance groups, an Irish
Marketplace with authentic
Irish merchants, artisans and

[ % * * % % % % * *x *x k x * * x * % % % * * *|
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HRINE CIREUS.

TEN BIG SHOWS

MARGH 20 - MARGH 23

STATE FAIR COLISEUM - ST. PAUL
THURSDAY, MARCH 20
10:30 am & 7:00 pm
FRIDAY, MARCH 21
10:30 am, 2:30 pm & 7:30 pm

SEATS JUST $25, $30, $35, & $40

INCLUDES ALL FEES & TAXES

USE CODE “STP5” FOR $5 OFF PER TICKET!

ORDER TICKETS NOW

SATURDAY, MARCH 22
10:30 am, 2:30 pm & 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, MARCH 23
10:30 am & 3:00 pm

www.osmancircus.com

Proceeds are for the benefit of Osman Shriners activities.
Payments are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.

FREE PARKING!
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informational resources, free
children’s craft activities, and
traditional Irish and Ameri-
can food and beer. $7-$9.

Urban Expedition: Gua-
temala, 1-3 p.m., Sunday,
Mar. 30. Authentic music,
food, dance performances
and crafts. Free.

Public Building Tour,
12:30 p.m.-1:15 p.m., ev-
ery Sunday. Learn about the
building’s history, gangster
connections and restoration.

MN Museum of

American Art
350 Robert St. N.

St. Paul
651-797-2571
mmaa.org

“Here, Now,” features
150 artworks across media
from historically significant
and notable new artists. All
are in the M’s permanent
collection. The museum is
open 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Thurs-
day-Sunday. Admission is
free.

Ordway Center
345 Washington St.
St. Paul
651-224-4222
ordway.org
“Come from Away,” Mar.

5-8. Based on true events,
when 38 planes carrying
7,000 passengers were or-
dered to land at Gander
International Airport in
Newfoundland following
the September 11 terrorist
attacks. The passengers were
welcomed by a town that
banded together to house
and feed them, and to offer
them friendship. From $45.

Cantus & The Swingles,
7:30 p.m., Friday, Mar. 7.
Cantus partners with The
Swingles, the iconic UK vo-
cal ensemble, for a collabora-
tive concert with a repertoire
spanning nearly every genre
and time period. From $55.

Mozart Requiem, 4 p.m.,
Sunday, Mar. 9. Presented by
the Bach Society of Minne-
sota. From $17.

“Dear Evan Hansen,”
Mar. 11-16. A contempo-
rary musical about connec-
tion in the digital age. Meet
Evan Hansen, a high school
student who always feels like
he’s on the outside looking
in. After writing a letter to
himself that was never meant
to be seen, Fvan becomes
entangled in a lie that was
never meant to be told and
a life he never dreamt could

be his. As a result, he finally
gets what so many of us are
searching for — the chance to
finally fit in. From $45.

The St. Paul Chamber
Orchestra presents Haydn’s
Drum Roll Symphony with
Richard Egarr, noon, Mar.
14-16, and Bruch and Ko-
rngold with Tabea Zimmer-
mann Mar. 2-29. From $16.

National Geographic
Live: From Roots to Can-
opy, 7 p.m., Tuesday, Mar.
18. Tree canopy ecologist
Nalini Nadkarni shares the
worlds hidden in the tree-
tops. From $29.

Classic Albums Live: The
Beatles’ Abbey Road, 7
p.m., Sunday, Mar. 23. The
entire album is performed
live on stage. From $40.

The Schubert Club pres-
ents Leif Ove Andsnes, pia-
no, 7:30 p.m., Friday, Mar.
28. From $36.

“Sister’s Easter Cate-
chism: Will My Bunny Go
to Heaven?” 2:30 p.m., Sun-
day, Mar. 30. Sister answers
the timeworn questions o
the Easter season like “Why
isnt Easter the same day
every year like Christmas?
“and “Will my bunny go to
heaven?” From $43.

BRUCE VENTO
ELEMENTARY

Now enrolling for the 2025-26 school year

Bruce Vento Elementary is an environmental magnet school that
encourages students to explore, investigate, learn and foster play
while developing a connection to nature. Our brand new, eco-friendly
building opens this summer.

Grades served:
PreK-5

After-school

School hours:
7:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

programming
on-site

Transportation
available

Call 651-293-8685 to schedule a tour today!

409 Case Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55130 * vento.spps.org

Saint Paul

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

g@*

Park Square

Theatre
20 W. 7th Place
St. Paul
651-291-7005
parksquaretheatre.org

The New Standards, fea-
turing Chan Polling, John
Munson and Steve Roehm, 7
p.m., Friday. Mar. 21. From
$20.

Kevin Kling and Victor
Zupanc, 7 p.m., Saturday,
Mar. 29. Heartfelt stories
and songs to feed your soul
and tickle your funny bone.
From $20.

RiverCentre
175 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul
651-265-4800
rivercentre.org

The Minnesota Royal
Weekend, Mar. 1-2. Fea-
tures the Crown Cheer and
Dance Championship on
Saturday and the Ultimate
Championship Experience
on Sunday. $25 for one day,
$45 for two. Ages 5 and un-
der are free.

Let’s Play Hockey Expo,
Mar. 7-8. The world’s larg-
est hockey show. $5. Ages 18
and under are free.

Donnie Smith Bike
Show, Mar. 29-30. Includes
a bike show with over 35

classes and 20 custom bikes,
vendors and entertainment.

Minnesota Roller Derby,
6 p.m., Saturday, Mar. 29.
From $22.

Science Museum

of Minnesota
120 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul
651-221-9444
smm.org

Virtual Reality Trans-
porter - Use the VRT to
hurtle through the cosmos at
fantastic speeds, scuba dive
into prehistoric seas, and
join the astronauts of Apollo
11 as they moonwalk for the
first time. $9.95.

Museum Nights, 5-8
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays.
Explore museum galleries,
check out special Science
Live performances, enjoy
food and drink, then catch
an Omnitheater show.

OmniFest continues
through April 13. Includes:

e “Extreme Weather” -
An up-close look at some
of the most astonishing and
potentially deadly natural
phenomena. Learn what
causes turbulent tornadoes,
receding glaciers and ram-
pant wildfires.

e “Cuba” - Journey to
the heart of the Caribbean

'Ram Wow + Cleaw
~, our Vehicle...
// Our self-serve wash willl ¢

through the eyes of those
exploring under the ocean’s
surface and dancing in the
streets of Havana.

* “Fungi Web of Life” -
The film unravels how plants
and animals would not exist
without mushrooms, molds,
yeasts and toadstools.

e “Secrets of the Sea” -
From the smallest krill to the
largest whales, explore how
ocean ecosystems depend on
biodiversity and a surprising
level of animal cooperation.

e “Stellar Tours: A Star is
Born,” Wednesday-Sunday.
Follow the life cycle of a star
through this live digital tele-
scope show.

Tickets are $34.95 for
adults and $24.95 for ages
4-17 and include an Omni-
theatre show.

Xcel Center
199 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul
651-726-8240
xcelenergycenter.com
Mary J. Blige, 7 p.m.,
Sunday, Mar. 16. From $72.
NCHC Fan Skate, 7-8:30
p.m., Thursday, Mar. 20.
Free.
NCHC Frozen Faceoff,
Mar. 21-22. From $45 per

session.

1 EVERY DAY

50 EVERY TUESDAY
Low cost powerful vacs, too!

1407 Robert St. S., West St. Paul
351 Robert St. S., St. Paul

536 Clay St., St Pau

/J/
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METRO Gold Line opens Mar. 22

Metro Transit working on plan to improve ridership

Tim Spitzack
Editor

fter nearly three years
f construction, the
METRO Gold Line bus
rapid transit (BRT) route is
scheduled to open Mar. 22,
connecting St. Paul, Maple-
wood, Landfall, Oakdale
and Woodbury. It follows
the 1-94 corridor and is the
state’s first BRT line to op-
erate primarily within bus-
only lanes. The line pro-
vides all-day service from
16 stations and has Park &
Ride lots in St. Paul, Oak-
dale and Woodbury. Buses
stop every 10 minutes on
weekdays and every 15
minutes on weekends. Fares
are the same as light rail and
local buses.

BRT operates more like
light rail than a traditional
bus line, providing faster
service by using dedicated
bus lanes and making few-
er stops. These buses have
wider aisles, more doors, and
folding seats to accommo-
date wheelchairs and stroll-
ers. The stations have raised

platform boarding, a waiting
space with on-demand heat,
NexTrip real-time departure
signs, ticket machines that
accept cash and credit cards,
route maps, bike racks, light-
ing, security cameras, emer-
gency telephones and trash
bins. Approximately 70%
of the Gold Line route will
have bus-only lanes.

The $505 million project
began in late 2022 and is set
to finish on time and under
budget. In 2027, service
will be extended to down-
town Minneapolis, costing
up to $20 million for more
buses and stations. The Gold
Line extension will replace
Metro Transit’s Route 94,
the weekday express route
that carries about 800 riders
between downtown St. Paul
and downtown Minneapolis.

The Gold Line is one of
three BRT lines opening this
year. The goal is to eventu-
ally have 12 BRT lines with-
in the METRO network.
The METRO B Line is
scheduled to open in June
in the Route 21 corridor
between St. Paul and Min-

neapolis, and the METRO
E Line in December in the
Route 6 corridor in Minne-
apolis. Also in the works is
the METRO G Line, which
will operate in the Rice Street
and Robert Street corridors
and connect with the Gold
Line in downtown St. Paul.

Ridership and safety
Metro Transit is working
on a service improvement
plan designed to increase
ridership and expand transit
service by 35% over the next
two years. Called “Network
Now,” the plans include:

* Expanding service on
more than 65 routes, in-
cluding 15 routes with trips
running at least every 15
minutes.

e Increasing light rail fre-
quency to every 10 minutes,
from every 12 minutes.

¢ Offering on-demand
micro-transit service in eight
suburban areas.

* Introducing 20 new bus
routes to areas without exist-
ing service.

* Adapting the region’s
express bus network to pro-

SAINT JAMES EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

(651) 457-9232 | 460 Annapolis St W, West St Paul, MN 55118 | saintjameslutheran.com

LENTEN SERVICES

‘Does good ultimately triumph over evil? FHow can it?
‘What does that mean for me?

\ 4

Explore these questions on Wednesdays during Lent with our midweek

Metro Transit photo

Gold Line station ticket machines accept both cash and credit cards.

vide all-day service in key
corridors.

The Metropolitan Coun-
cil is also funding several
initiatives this year to im-
prove public safety on Met-
ro Transit buses and trains.
‘The Council’s budget for this
year provides $10.75 million
for contracted supplemental
security services and the con-
tinued use of contracted em-
ployees such as TRIP Agents
(people who inspect fares
and assist riders), and up to
$750,000 to partner with
organizations focused on
issues like substance abuse
disorders, mental health and
housing. The budget also
provides funding for more
police officers, community
service officers, and main-

tenance staff to clean and
maintain stations, vehicles
and track areas. The number
of TRIP agents is expected to
nearly double to 100 by the
end of the year.

Several of the Met Coun-
cil’s initiatives focus on im-
proving conditions along the
METRO Green Line corri-
dor. This includes contracting
with the St. Paul Downtown
Alliance to provide more safe-
ty ambassadors at downtown
St. Paul light rail stations and
bus stops. The ambassadors
address antisocial behaviors
on buses and trains, clean
up trash and graffiti, and as-
sist people with wayfinding.
Metro Transit is also working
with The Listening House of

St. Paul to have participants
in their WORK NOW pro-
gram regularly clean Green
Line stations and bus stops.

Lower fares

Metro Transit lowered
fares this year. As of Jan. 1,
all non-express bus and light
rail fares are $2 all day, ev-
ery day, and $1 for youth,
seniors and Medicare recipi-
ents. All-Day passes are now
$2 to $4, and 7-day passes
are $20. Metro Mobility-cer-
tified riders receive one-cent
fares through June 30 under
a new pilot program. Later
this year, people who qualify
for the income-based Transit
Assistance Program will pay
$1 fares for up to two years.

Your opinion matters!

This paper is sustained primarily by advertising, and your feedback helps us show
our advertisers that people enjoy receiving local news free to their doorstep each
month. Please fill out a short survey at www.stpaulpublishing.com to show your

support and help us continue to grow.
We're immensly grateful to all of our loyal readers and are proud to bring you infor-
mative news, and entertaining and inspiring articles to your doorstep every month!

Find the survey at: www.stpaulpublishing.com

Certified

—
Corporation

Homeownership should be an option for everyone.

From now until July 31, 2025, get

sermon series, “ You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good.”

$500 off of closing costs

on your mortgage loan!*

LENT SCHEDULE

Every Wednesday, starting
March 5th - April 9th

DIVINE SERVICE

Sundays at 9 AM

Mondays at 6:30 PM Talk to a mortgage lender today to get started:

Services ot 11 AM & 6:30 PM sunrisebanks.com/mortgage

(Free soup lunch at noon.)

Morning Prayer

Every Mon. - Fri. at 9 AM *$500 off Closing Costs offer is valid for applications submitted for Conventional first lien

purchase money transactions. This offer excludes FHA and VA loans and Home Equity Lines
of Credit transactions. The $500 off Closing Costs will be applied at the time of loan closing
as a Lender Credit. Loan applications must be submitted by July 31, 2025. Loan must close
within 120 days of application date. All loans and lines of credit are subject to credit
approval and compliance with underwriting standards.

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

== e
_ll LUTHERAN CHURCH

MISSOURI SYNOD

Member FDIC
NMLS# 640909
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Neighbors, Inc.

Dawn Wambeke
President & CEO

Neighbors, Inc., has a
social enterprise within its
headquarters at 222 Grand
Ave. W., South St. Paul. It’s
a thrift store with a boutique
feel. Neighbors Thrift Store
is open to the public and
offers high quality clothing,
jewelry, personal accessories
and household items at very
affordable prices. It is pow-

ered by our dedicated volun-
teers, who bring our mission
to life by assisting with sort-
ing donations, running the
cash register, pricing items
and working the sales floor.

As a social enterprise, all
revenue from the thrift store
goes back into the organiza-
tion to support our pro-
grams, including financial

empowerment and hunger
relief. Additionally, the store
helps prevent clothing tex-
tiles from ending up in land-
fills and incinerators.

Neighbors Thrift Store
also serves people enrolled
through our Financial Em-
powerment Center. Last
year, we provided $18,000
in gift cards to people to buy
school clothes for their chil-
dren as well as business attire
for themselves.

Our thrift store is a place
where the community gath-
ers to build social connec-
tions — something we need
to continue to keep at the
forefront of our work.

“Neighbors  Clothes
Closet Thrift Store offers
high-quality clothing at af-
fordable prices, helping our

community save money
while still enjoying quality
items,” said store manager
Yudi Montes. “Beyond fi-
nancial savings, our store has
become a social hub where
our guests regularly visit to
check out the latest arrivals
and engage with our friendly
volunteers.”

The U.S. secondhand
market is a $50 billion in-
dustry. CapitalOne estimates
that one-third of clothing
and apparel items purchased
in the U.S. over the past year
were secondhand. With
thrift stores and resale being
“on trend” both financially
and environmentally, we
view Neighbors Thrift Store
as a significant opportunity
to bring more resources into

our organization. Our dream
is to open a standalone
thrift store in a retail space,
as a second location. A free
clothes closet would remain
at Neighbors' headquarters.
A larger thrift store would
position Neighbors, Inc., to
achieve a “triple win” social
enterprise, one that simul-
tancously generates positive
social impact, environmental
benefits and financial sus-
tainability. Essentially, this
would allow Neighbors to
achieve a “win” to improve
people, the planet and prof-
it. Goals for our possible
future thrift store include a
high visibility retail location,
easy and accessible drive-up/
drop-off, larger space to al-
low for furniture, expanded

clothing (including a busi-
ness line) and more house-
hold items, on-the-job train-
ing and increased revenue to
support the sustainability of
Neighbors’ services.

We are forming a task
force and welcome people
to join it, particularly those
with expertise in real estate,
retail operations, start-ups,
social enterprises and mar-
keting. Please contact me if
you are interested. I can be
reached at dawn@neighbors-
mn.orgor 651-272-1135. In
addition, we welcome the
community to “shop with a
cause” at Neighbors™ Thrift
Store. Come find your latest
treasure at amazing prices!

Stay connected with Neigh-
bors at neighborsmn.org,.

Talking to a Friend

Yesterday, I got to talk
with an old friend.

I used to see Cheryl al-
most every day but for the
last several years we've seen
each other once a year, at
most. She’s going to direct
my show, so we'll be working
together again. We had cof-
fee and soup on a very cold
day, and I had this strange
feeling I had slipped back in
time. I didn't need to explain
a thing, talking to this old
friend. I knew her and she
knew me, and I lost track of
the number of times we fin-
ished each other’s thoughts.

“If we can’t find a chair
that looks good...” I began.

“You could bring a throw
to toss over it,” she finished.

“Exactly,” I said.

We did that all afternoon.

This is also the week my
editor, Patty, is retiring. Patty
has been editing my columns
for most of the time I've

Carrie Classon

CarrieClasson.com

been writing The Postscript.
She’s repaired my fractured
sentences and added liter-
ally thousands of missing
commas to my writing, as
she has for writers for the
last 44 years, and if anyone
deserves a restful retirement
from all that bad punctua-
tion, it is she.

I can't imagine not talk-
ing with Patty every week
because, although I'm sure
she’s one of the best edi-
tors in the business, that’s

COMMUNITY

OF PEACE

ACADEMY

471 Magnolia Ave E, St. Paul 55130

Developing Character.

Building Community.

Teaching Peace.

Busing
Full Day M-F College
PreK & K Preparation
A place of peace for PreK
through 12th Grade Students.

-

not what makes her special.
What makes her special is
that every single week she
says something nice about
my column. There’s no need
for her to do so, but it means
the world to me and I will
miss her terribly.

Yet I somehow feel that
Patty will remain in my life,
just as Cheryl drifted away
for a bit and circled back.
The people who are meant
to be in my life have a way of
staying there, in some form
or another, sometimes taking
a step back to make room for
the new friends in my life.

And sometimes friend-
ships end. I had a friend
who ghosted me years ago.
She did it three times and, fi-
nally, I decided I would stop
reaching out to her except on
her birthday. One year, on
her birthday, she responded.
She said she was sorry she
had ghosted me. She said she
had a lot going on in her life
that made her anxious and
insecure, and this was how
she dealt with it.

I’'ve learned that almost
always, when people do

Apply online at:
www.cpapkl2.org

651-280-4587 (English)
651-280-4545 (Hmoob)

651-289-3742 (Espaiiol)
651-280-4591 (Karen)

something that hurts me, it
has much more to do with
their own hurts than with
me. And those hurts were
usually there long before I
met them. We had a good
time, while we were friends,
and the memory of her leav-
ing is forgotten, replaced by
memories of the lunches and
laughter we've shared.

Relationships change.
One thing leads to another
and, before I know it, I'm
spending my time with
new people, talking to new
friends, without realizing
how much has changed. I've
met a couple of people in the
last few months that I sus-
pect (and hope!) will be my
friends in the future. And 1
know, as I grow older, keep-
ing in touch with old friends
and making new ones is im-
portant.

My grandmother lived
to be 100 and outlived
all her old friends. So, she
made new old friends. By
the time she passed, many

of her friends were closer in
age to her children than to
her, but she always seemed to
have someone to talk to. And

that is what matters.

We all need someone to
talk to.

Till next time.

Read Brave names

citywide book selection

St. Paul Public Library is hosting its Read Brave city-
wide book club in March. It’s designed to encourage
teens, their families and community members to read
the same book and discuss its theme. The title, “Akata
Witch” by Nnedi Okorafor, is available for check out
at all branch locations. The Library is also giving away
free copies at its branches, while supplies last.

The African Art of Healing - Past, Present and
Future, 2-4 p.m., Saturday, Mar. 22 at George Latimer
Central Library. The library will host a vibrant celebra-
tion of Black and African Diaspora empowerment, art,
and ancestral reconnection in partnership with Oshun
Center for Intercultural Healing.

Talk Brave with Mayor Carter, Nnedi Okorafor
and Youth Panelists, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Mar.
26 at Rondo Community Library. An evening of con-
versation with author Nnedi Okorafor, youth panelists,
and Mayor Melvin Carter, plus a musical performance
by Kashimana, and artwork inspired by the book.

/

Great Service
& Savings

at these local merchants...

Back in Balance Chiropractic
1525 Livingston Ave., West St. Paul
backinbalancemn.com
651.455.5264

Jerry’s Service Center
40+ Years of Quality Car Care!

459 S. Robert St., St. Paul
651.222.2943

St. Paul Voice
Expanded coverage at
stpaulpublishing.com

\

/
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Dakota County

at a crossroads

Challenges and
opportunities in 2025

As we conclude the first
quarter of 2025, Dakota
County finds itself at a piv-
otal moment, facing both
significant challenges and
promising opportunities.
While I remain optimistic
about our future, success this
year will demand creativity,
collaboration and resilience.

The biggest challenge:
state and federal funding
uncertainty - The most
pressing issue for Dakota
County in 2025 is how
counties will fare under state
and federal governance. A
persistent mismatch exists
between the services coun-
ties are mandated to provide
and the funding allocated to
support them. When state
and federal dollars fall short,
the burden shifts to local
property taxpayers.

Joe Atkins

Dakota County Commissioner

This challenge is com-
pounded by political uncer-
tainty. The Minnesota Legis-
lature is evenly split between
Democrats and Republicans,
making it difficult to predict
how funding decisions will
unfold. Meanwhile, the
state’s economic outlook is
mixed. Economists forecast
a modest surplus for the next
two years, but a projected
multibillion-dollar deficit
by 2028 raises concerns for
longterm planning. At the

St. Matthew’s 36" Annual
Dine-in & Curbside-to-go

Table service for dine-in, no buffet line

Every Friday Mar. 7-Good Friday April 18
Serving Time: 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Baked and/or fried wild Alaskan pollock, baked potato,

vegetable, cole slaw, roll and dessert. Grilled cheese or
spaghetti available as non-fish option.

Beer, wine and pop available for purchase

Adult meal $16 fish / $14 non-fish. Cash, check or card.
Children’s meals at reduced price

Dine-in: enter at Door 5 at the rear of the church
Curbside-to-go line off Humboldt Ave. onto Robie St.

For more information, visit st-matts.org

3 easy ways

federal level, a new admin-
istration and one-party con-
gressional control introduce
further uncertainty regard-
ing potential mandates and
funding shifts.

Governor’s proposed
budget: implications for
Dakota County residents
- Governor Walzs proposed
budget includes several
provisions that would sig-
nificantly increase costs for
counties and local taxpayers.
Key changes include new
county funding responsibili-
ties related to the Minnesota
Sex Offender Program, dis-
ability waiver services, and
the behavioral health fund.
While some proposals, such
as long-overdue upgrades to
child protection software,
are beneficial, the new man-
dates, cost-sharing shifts,
and aid reductions amount
to more than $200 million
in additional expenses for
Minnesota counties.

Shifting costs to coun-
ties does not reduce overall
government spending — it
merely changes who pays. In
this case, it places a heavier
financial burden on local
property taxpayers. | rec-
ognize that the governor’s
proposal is just the starting

point for legislative discus-
sions, and I remain hopeful
that both parties will work
together to ensure that the
local impact is fully under-
stood and mitigated.

Federal funding freeze:
a cause for concern - In
late January, the White
House announced a tem-
porary freeze on all federal
grants and loans, affecting
a broad range of programs
that counties are required
to implement. This decision
put trillions of federal dollars
— including funds for health
care, education, housing as-
sistance and disaster relief —
on hold pending a review to
ensure alignment with the
new administration’s priori-
ties. While federal district
courts temporarily blocked
the freeze just before it took
effect, this situation high-
lights the ongoing funding
instability that counties will
likely face in the coming
months and years.

The Atkins Diet: a fru-
gal approach to county
budgeting - In times of
economic uncertainty, care-
ful financial stewardship is
essential. Whether managing
my own household budget
or the county’s finances, |

$27.00/hr. (DOQ).

Now Accepting
Applications

School-year Positions

Paraprofessional - Work with students in a classroom
assisting teachers, before/after-school child care OR
supervise groups of students. Full-time or part-time.
Starting base wage $21.50/hr. (DOQ).

Bus Drivers - Safely transport students to and from
school. Paid training & CDL certification. Starting wage

Nutrition Services - Prepare and serve breakfast and
lunch for students. Starting base wage $21.25/hr.
Custodian - Perform cleaning, event set-up/clean-
up, and ensure safety of buildings. Full-time starting
base wage $23.31/hr. Part-time and seasonal starting
base wage $20/hr. (DOQ).
Kids Club Supervisor - Lead a school-age child care
program in one of our elementary buildings and
supervise paraprofessional staff. Full-time, 12-month.
Starting base wage $21.93/hr. (DOQ).
For more information and to apply:
sowashco.org/careers
EOE

Available

to support
your community newspaper

St. Paul Voice « Downtown St. Paul Voice « South St. Paul Voice « La Voz Latina

Our publishing company exists to foster a sense of community through informative news articles,
interesting and inspiring feature articles, and valuable advertising. We ask for your support in helping

us achieve our mission. Here are three ways you can support your family-owned community newspaper.
1. Subscribe to our FREE e-editions for expanded coverage. When you request our FREE e-editions, you
will receive one email a month with a link to our four different publications. We won’t contact you more
than that, and your information will not be sold or shared with third parties. Request our e-editions at
info@stpaulpublishing.com. This is an easy, no-cost way to show you care about community journalism.
2. Subscribe to our printed editions. Get every issue mailed to your home or business for just $30/year
per publication. To subscribe, mail your check to St. Paul Publishing Co., 1643 S. Robert St., Suite 60B,
West St. Paul, MN 55118, or call 651-457-1177 with your credit card number. Please be sure to

include the full name and mailing address for delivery, as well as your phone number.

3. Make a voluntary contribution. Join the many loyal readers who have made a voluntary contribution
of $10 to $100 or more to help us achieve our purpose. Thank you for your support!

St. Paul Publishing Company | www.stpaulpublishing.com |

651-457-1177

Velume 51 | »

adopt an even more frugal
approach when faced with
uncertainty. Here are a few
steps we've taken to keep
Dakota County’s budget in
check for 2025:

Expense reductions - We
cut $250,000 from Com-
munity Services and Central
Service department budgets
to offset rising costs.

Staffing efficiencies -
Rather than adding new
positions, we reallocated ex-
isting staff to areas of greater
need.

Revenue generation - We
expanded solar energy pro-
duction at service centers
and libraries, helping offset
increases in electricity costs.

Streamlined elections
- Collaborating with local
governments, we centralized
absentee voting, making the
process more efficient, secure
and cost-effective.

Strategic investments
for long-term gains - Be-
ing fiscally responsible does
not mean disinvesting in ini-
tiatives that yield long-term
benefits. Despite budgetary
caution, we continue to
make strategic investments
in key areas:

Mental health services -
Last month, the Crisis and
Recovery Center in West
St. Paul opened its doors.
Funded entirely by grants,
this facility will provide
much-needed mental health
services to individuals and
families in crisis.

Opioid crisis response
- We are using funds from
a nationwide opioid settle-
ment to prevent overdoses,
reduce crime, and expand
our award-winning initia-
tive that pairs county so-
cial workers with local law
enforcement to respond to
mental health calls. This pro-
gram improves outcomes,
reduces repeat calls and en-
hances safety for all involved.

sampl®
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Sustainability leadership
- In 2025, Dakota County
will be the only U.S. county
generating more electricity
than its government build-
ings consume, thanks to
newly installed hydroelec-
tric turbines at our county-
owned dam. These turbines
will generate roughly $1 mil-
lion annually, lowering costs
for taxpayers and reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.

The power of collabora-
tion - Strong partnerships
with city, state and federal
officials, school boards,
community organizations,
and volunteers remain key
to delivering high-quality
services efficiently. Fortu-
nately, Dakota County has
a long-standing tradition of
bipartisan cooperation, par-
ticularly in public safety.

One notable example is
Dakota911, our emergency
response system. Dakota
County and its cities col-
laborate to ensure that 911
calls are answered within
seconds, enhancing pub-
lic safety while also saving
taxpayers about $1 million
annually.

Looking ahead - Despite
the challenges ahead, I am
confident in Dakota Coun-
ty’s ability to navigate 2025
and beyond. Our history of
innovation, fiscal responsi-
bility and collaboration posi-
tions us well to tackle these
uncertainties and seize new
opportunities. By working
together, we can continue
to build on past successes,
address current needs and
prepare for a thriving future.

Joe Atkins represents District
2 on the Dakota County Board,
which includes South St. Paul,
West St. Paul, and Inver Grove
Heights. He welcomes feedback.
10 share comments, concerns or
questions, contact him at Joe.
Atkins@co.dakota.mn.us or
651-438-4430.

@
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Remodeling

from page 12

lanterns, and LED candles
are also popular.

Bold colors and designs
for patio furniture are in.
Add spark to your patio
with vibrant cushions, col-
orful throw pillows and pat-
terned rugs.

Modular furniture sets are
popular due to their versatil-
ity. They can easily be rear-
ranged for various needs and
to accommodate groups or
private relaxation.

Projects worth
the investment

For those looking to sell
or refinance, these projects
provide the highest return
on investment.

e Garage door replace-
ment

* Entry door replacement

* Siding, fiber-cement or
vinyl

* Deck additions, wood or
composite

* Kitchen remodel

¢ Bathroom remodel
* HVAC upgrade

Top 10 steps to
prepare for your
next project

Whether you are plan-
ning to add a fence or deck
to your backyard, doors or
windows, or undergo an ex-
tensive remodel, these tips

ROGERS MASONRY

Since 1976
Quallty brickwork & tuck pointing
of buildings, stone foundations
— and chimneys
licensed, bonded, insured

[ 651-224-6985
www.rogers-masonry.com

from the Minnesota Chapter
of the National Association
of the Remodeling Indus-
try will help save you time,
money and headaches on
your project.

Research - Taking time
to research projects on the
internet and nari.org will
provide a good sense of
what is involved regarding
cost, scope of work, return
on investment and material
options. You should also
research property values in
your neighborhood to make
sure your project is in line
with other homes in the area.

Long-term plan - To en-
sure your project is worth
the investment, consider
how long you will stay in
your home and how your
neighborhood and family
structure might change over
time.

Set your budget - Decid-
ing on a realistic budget and
arranging finances to sup-
port your project are essen-
tial. Share your budget with
your remodeler.

Finding professionals
- Ask friends, family and
neighbors for referrals and
research the recommended
individuals or companies
online. Professional remod-
elers take their reputation se-
riously and hold credentials
beyond licensing, such as

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING

Now booking
interior jobs

Call Ed. 651.224.3660 & 3oNT
www.mppainting.com

Is Buying a Home
One of Your Goals
This Year?

Your tax refund may help you
achieve homeownership!

Contact me today

to learn more!

Kim Stone

Co-Branch Manager
NMLS#2100643

Jason Stone

Branch Manager
NMLS#1018649

(ZiFAIRWAY

INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE CORPORATION

Cell: 651-280-7683
kim.stone@fairwaymc.com @ home for as

Cell: 651-253-2144

Jason.stone@fairwaymc.com

*Eligibility subject to program stipulations, qualifying factors, applicable income and debt-to-income
(DTI) restrictions, and property limits. Copyright©2025 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation.
NMLS#2289. 4750 S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718, 1-866-912-4800. All rights reserved. This is
not an offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and pro-
grams are subject to change without notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval.
Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Opportunity.

First-time buyers
in Minnesota
can purchase

little as $1,000*
out of pocket

KIM$JASONSTON

| “STONE MORTGAGE I‘ILAM"
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certifications, memberships
in trade associations and ad-
ditional training. Check on-
line reviews to see how they
interacted with past clients
and peers.

Ask the right questions
- Ask your professional re-
modeler about their educa-
tional background, training,
experience, specialties or
past issues with clients, and
how the remodeling process
will work.

Verify your remodeler -
Check the information you
receive, including references,
license numbers, insurance
information and certifica-
tions by calling providers to
verify. If you are undertaking

Chair Re-glue
Repair and re-glue wooden
furniture. Since 1960.

Cilek Furniture Repair
651-699-4022

a large project, you might
want to request a visit to an
active client’s jobsite and talk
to the homeowner.

Review contracts word
by word - A remodeling
contract protects you and
your remodeler. Homeown-
ers should review contracts
carefully and ask questions
about terms or items they
don’t understand. Pay atten-
tion to details about change
orders, payment, additional
fees, timeline and responsi-
bilities. If it’s not in the con-
tract, it doesn’t exist.

Keep design in mind -
Your design guides the entire
project. Think about what
you dislike about your cur-

Handvman John

30+ years expenence

f,; other flooring
8, 763 310-7793

>
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PUBLIC PAY DUMP - DUMP TRAILERS WELCOME
OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY, call for hours
565 Barge Channel Rd., St. Paul | remackelrolloff.com

=3680

318 W. Water St., St. Paul
651.227.1549
Mon.-Fri. 8-4

Sat. 8-1

Sun. closed
Bring us
one item or
a houseful...

WE ACCEPT IT ALL!

Demolition and Construction Waste | Trash & Lawn Debris
Furniture & Appliances | Tires and much more
We do not accept hazardous waste

We will drop off a container or dumpster for you and haul it away
once it's filled. If you prefer to save money, you can haul your
trash to our refuse and recycling station. We accept all items
in large or small quantities. We also offer many sizes of roll off
containers: 10, 15, 30 and 30 cubic yard boxes.

Reasonable Rates!

Tl Clty Refluee &
Reeyeling Tremstor

We Support

N

Roll Off Boxes for Large Johs
One Time Pickup Available

«d

Recycling

Haul your own & SAVE!

rent space and the intended
use of the new space. Use
websites such as Pinterest.
com and Houzz.com to
gather design ideas.

Make your selections -
Deciding on products and
materials is a larger process
than most imagine. With
so many options to choose
from, product selections are
one of the primary reasons
that project timelines get
extended. Base decisions
on quality, function, price,
style and availability. Include
selections in the contract to
lock down pricing and keep
your budget intact.

STATE FARM statefarm
Stremski Agency
1560 Livingston Ave.
Suite 101, West St. Paul
Home, Auto,
Business,
Financial Services

651-457-6348

Create a communication
plan - A common downfall
in remodeling is lack of com-
munication between hom-
eowners and remodelers.
Your remodeler should lay
out a communication plan
at the beginning of the proj-
ect. If not, ask them to do
so. This plan should clarify
roles of everyone involved,
communication methods,
availability and frequency
of communication that is
expected.

LAWN SERVICE

»
. 4 |
LAWN SERVICE, INC.

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small
Landscaping Projects

Office: 651-207-5396
Cell: 612-328-6893

Since 1984 / Major Credit Cards Accepted
www.kernlawnservice.com

LANDSCAPING

Ask us about saving money on
your energy and water costs.

Over 100 Years of

Zascther

Since 1912
www.rascherplghtg.com

PLUMBING & HEATING

651-224-4759

712 S. SMITH AVE. ST. PAUL, MN - LIC. 059432

Personal Service!

MINIKAHDA MINI

50%

Based on

STORAGE

through 5/31/25
for any off dock units 10'x14' or smaller

FREE DISC LOCK WITH ANY RENTAL!

New rentals only. Not valid with other offers. Expires 5/31/25.
1200 North Concord St. * www.minikahda.com
Call 651-450-1202

INDOOR
HEATED

CLIMATE
CONTROLLED

OFF

availability

Residential - Make entry, copy house keys, I'
secure homes after break in, upgrade 1
hardware, re-key locks, install locks. 1
Commercial - Make entry, re-key, panic :
bars, door closers, Adams Rite, electronic 1
strikes and more. :
1
1
1

Automotive - Replacement car keys for

most vehicles, program chip keys, duplicate
car keys, remotes sold and programmed, 1
vehicle unlocks, key won't turn.

Serving the Twin Cities Metro area since 1982

We're located just minutes away!

Visit us at our new location near I-494 & Robert

House Keys :
Buy One FBEE

Get One

Not valid on automotive or specialty keys.
Max value $6 with ad. Expires 12/31/2025.

5456 S. Robert Tr., Inver Grove Heights ¢ 651-451-0622
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SpringHome

IMPROVEMENT

Remodeling trends for 2025

Helpful advice on how to do it right

Tim Spitzack
Editor

For many homeowners,
time spent indoors dur-
ing the long winter evenings
often leads to scrutinizing
living spaces and dreaming
of how to improve them.
Late winter and early spring
are ideal times to plan proj-
ects — both indoor and out-
door — and start searching
for a contractor who can
bring your ideas to frui-
tion. This guide will tell you
what’s tending for 2025
and offer tips on finding the
right contractor. The design
trends come from Houzz, a
community of more than
70 million homeowners
and home design enthu-
siasts, and over 3 million
building, remodeling and
design professionals.

Kitchens

Kitchen remodels remain
a top priority in 2025, with
a strong focus on adding
functional upgrades such
as pull-down faucets, large
utility sinks, and cabinet and
drawer organization systems.
For style, the English coun-
try kitchen is in vogue, fea-
turing rich woods and paint
colors, countertops of soap-
stone and butcher block,
large range alcoves, lime-
stone backsplashes and wood
ceiling beams. While wood
is still the dominant kitchen
flooring material of choice,
stone tiling in varying sizes
and shapes is suggested for
those seeking a fresh look.
Large-format tiles are set to
be used on floors, walls and
even backsplashes.

Saturated &
bold colors

Colors for floors, walls
and furnishings are trending
toward richer, bolder hues,
providing a distinct contrast
to any room. Adding pat-
terns and textured elements
to rooms with wallpaper,
tiles and textiles will add
depth and personality.

Multi-use flex spaces
Garages are being used
to create spaces for a home
gym, office, studio, media
room, or hobby space.

Age-in-place
Practical

proj-
ects include replacing
bathtubs with  curb-
less showers equipped

with seating, installing
slip-resistant  flooring,

Creating open spaces by removing walls between a living room and

kitchen make it easier to interact with family and entertain guests.

and upgrading door and
cabinet handles to more er-
gonomic options.

Open concept

The most popular trans-
formations include merging
kitchen and dining areas or
removing walls between liv-
ing room and kitchens to
make it easier to interact
with family and entertain
guests.

Outdoor spaces

Outdoor kitchens con-
tinue to be the rage, with
homeowners adding luxury
appliances like pizza ovens,
steam ovens, elaborate grills
and smokers, and stainless-
steel appliances.

Adding lush greenery
around outdoor living spaces
is also trending, particularly
using native plants. In addi-
tion to adding beauty and
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Think Spring!
It's time to book your

Spring projects.
Call today!
651-256-1061

Since 1962

www.vikingexteriors.com BC# 003773

901 N. Concord, South St. Paul

Siding * Soffit « F
Roofs * Window
Doors * Gutters

d
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color, native plants provide
food and habitat for pollina-
tors and wildlife, and natural
cooling effects.

Infrared heaters, fire pits,
and outdoor fireplaces add
ambiance and keep you
warm on the cool nights,
and misting systems and
fans provide relief from the
summer heat. Soft lighting
features, such as fairy lights,

Remodeling /
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HANDYMAN

MR. LARRY FOR HIRE

| do painting, repairs

& cleaning of homes
and apartments
Window Washing

Gutter Cleaning
and Repairs

Insured

651-399-4304

PROMOTING
THE DREAM OF
HOMEOWNERSHIP

BETTER AGENTS ¢ BETTER COMMUNITIES

SAINT PAUL AREA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®

spaar.com
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HOGAN CONCRETE

Your Local Concrete Specialist

All residential concrete
replacement, patio
installation and
retaining walls.

We remove & replace!

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Contact Gary at
651-772-0733

gary@hoganconcrete.com

26 years serving OUR side of town!
www.hoganconcrete.com CALL 651-772-0733




